Hypercalcaemia in adult hospital population: comparison of inpatients of 1966 with those of 1976.
During 1976, inpatients with hypercalcaemia at The Royal Melbourne Hospital were identified from the worksheets of the Department of Biochemistry and compared with those discovered in a similar study in 1966. In 1966, the estimation of plasma calcium level had to be ordered specifically, whereas in 1976, for technical reasons, the measurement of plasma calcium level was frequently performed when not requested. Despite a six-fold increase in plasma calcium in the rate of detection of hypercalcaemia. In both studies, malignant disease was the most common casue of hypercalcaemia, but primary common cause of hypercalcaemia, but primary hyperparathyroidism was found slightly more frequently in 1976. This study suggests that screening inpatients for hypercalcaemia is of little value.